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Minutes of the committee meeting  
Tuesday 21st November 2017 @ Cheltenham CSSA 

 
Present:  
David Lillywhite DL Chairman 
Alison Cook  AC Secretary 
Mark Windsor MW Treasurer 
Peter Wheatley PW Chief Coach 
Shaun Cullimore SCu Lay Member 
Simon Jackson SJ Lay Member 
Mike Sheppard MS Gloucestershire County Rep 
Terry Cook  TC Herefordshire County Rep 
 
 
 

Item Number 
 

Agenda Title 

1. Apologies. 
 
Caroline Baynes, Steve Court. 
 
 

2. Minutes of previous meeting. 
 

Point 8 should read West website not Avon.  Agreed with amendment. 
 

3. Matters arising. 
 
PW action point – PW has made contact with Gloucester and is liaising with 
them.    
 
AC had written to Justin Smith. 
 
List of our umpire registration numbers and the Level 2 progression document is 
on HGW website.  
 

4. Reports. 
 
Chairman - DL advised nothing that wasn’t on the agenda 
 
Secretary - AC advised that all work on membership renewals had been 
completed and MW would update on numbers. What was pleasing was that eight 
who had their first year free had renewed as associate members. 
 
Action point:  Update membership lists on website 
 
Treasurer - MW advised an overall increase in membership from 32 full and 60 
associate members to 30 & 67.  AS the insurance covers up to 150 members we 
would be well within this figure even with additional first year free members from 
recent and any future courses.  All clubs except for Stroud had provided their 
treasurer details in readiness for the half season invoices.   
Current bank balance is £4,888.71. 
 
Appointments Secretary - Report tabled 



 
Chief Coach - Report tabled.  AC asked that if the lack of/duplicate numbers 
was not a rule of hockey then how best were complaints from the opposing team 
dealt with.  Whilst it may be a League matter just advising the captain to report it 
to the League was not going to help umpire/player relationship.   
 

5. Lay Members 
 
SCu - nothing to report 
 
SJ - nothing from members but personally he had experienced better hospitality 
from teams and they were making more of an effort. 
 
TC - nothing to report 
 
 

6. County representatives 
 
TC (Herefordshire) – 2 umpires had been assessed.  Now had 42 Level 1 and 16 
Level 1 unassessed umpires in the county.  There was to have been a 7 a side 
charity tournament pre-season for which 12 county umpires had made themselves 
available but it did not happen.  
 
MSh (Gloucestershire) – Report tabled.   
 
CB (Wiltshire) not present but reported that a Club Developer course had been 
hosted and run by David Elworthy.  An approach had come from an umpire with 
RWB asking if there were any initiatives such as pair and share or specific 
coaching.  He would like to join the panel but travel and non-availability of club 
umpires is a restricting factor.  This led to a general discussion regarding pair and 
share which will be reported under agenda item 9. 
 

7. West Umpiring sub-committee  
 
There is a meeting on 3rd December between NPUA and Regional umpiring 
associations to discuss the implications of the National League restructuring at 
both these levels. 
 
AC asked that in view of the issue with umpire signatures on GoCrea8 match 
cards that a similar resolution be adopted by the West Ladies League as their 
guidance to captains indicates the umpire must sign the match sheet and they are 
sent electronically. 
 

8. League matters 
 
TC advised there is a meeting next week.  He did comment that the Umpire 
signature field on the match card was something requested by West umpires a 
couple of years ago and it does not and never has had ‘mandatory’ alongside it so 
if an umpire does not wish to sign it they do not have to do so.   
 
 

9. Umpire Development/Recruitment 
 
Pair and share was discussed and the view was positive in that provided certain 
conditions were met it should be pursued. It was felt clubs should be asked if they 
supported the idea and if so they would need to advise who the club umpire(s) 
would be as we would like to see this as a development initiative.  It should not be 
seen as an ‘easy’ way of getting additional umpires for games.  It was anticipated 
that county representatives would be aware of those named and could advise re 
standard and if not, another committee member probably would.  As regular HGW 



umpires SJ, TC and AC said they supported the idea subject to the conditions 
being met and it wasn’t every week.  Only those umpires wishing to be participate 
would be involved. 
 
PW said that there was a form of words prepared a few years ago and he would 
speak with SC to see if he still had this. 
 
Action point:  PW to speak with SC 
 
 

10. Succession Planning 
 
With both the Chairman and Appointments Secretary standing down at the next 
AGM thought had to be given as to their successors.   
 

 DL felt that SC would be a good replacement and will speak with him.   

 SCu asked if the Appointment Secretary needed to be an umpire as they 
were just carrying out the selection committee wishes. 

 DL will speak with SC to see if he has had any thoughts. 

 Dave Lennie’s name was mention as was that of Andy Rowe and DL will 
speak with both of them. 

 
Action point:  DL to speak with SC, Dave Lennie and Andy Rowe. 
 

11. Any other business. 
 
AC asked if consideration could be given to an umpire exchange with Devon, 
possibly at Tier 4 level.  As long as the same number went in each direction there 
were no objections in principle and AC agreed to have an informal discussion with 
them. 
 
Action point:  AC to pursue 
 
DL reported that Cheltenham had communication problems with their internal 
email server so if there is a lack of contact this may be why, 
 
MW asked if those who had headsets could confirm this and that they were 
working.  AC agreed to ask SC to put this on his next APB email but to confirm to 
MW. 
 
Action point:  AC to contact SC to arrange. 
 

12. Date of next meeting 
 
12th February 2017 @ Cheltenham (booked). 
 

  
Meeting closed at 9:10 
 

 
 
 
 



Reports annexe 
 
Appointments 

 
Up to and including 18 Nov I have made 101 appointments not including rearrangements for this half 
season.  Last year it was 135.  Grid is attached.  So far I have not been able to appoint to any Tier 5 
games. 
 
Currently I have 9 West and 15 panel umpires available. 
 
Welcome to the new boy Matt Walker and a returning Jerry Tranter. 
 
As last year I am running a roster, for CN, C1 and DCM1 teams, so the pain is shared equally.   
 
Thanks again to Darrell, Dave Lennie and Peter for their coaching work. 
 
Steve Court 
 

COACHING REPORT FOR COMMITTEE MEETING, 21 November 2017 

 
A fairly routine though busy start to the season. So far, I have received 18 watching reports on 9 of our 
members. It is good to see some highly positive reports, as well as some constructive criticism and helpful 
advice. Darrel Scarth, Dave Lennie and myself have all contributed to the watchings so far. I have been 
more available than usual, and have decided to keep myself off the West for one weekend a month 
specifically to cover HGW coaching requirements. 
 
I am hoping to qualify Darrel as a Level 1 Umpire Coach with England Hockey this season, and Steve 
Court is also considering taking this qualification. 
 
I contacted James Burrows at Gloucester City H. C. about a possible coaching event, and he replied in a 
very positive manner, stating that he would try to set up a suitable fixture on a Sunday for us to conduct a 
group coaching to club umpires from the Gloucester and Cheltenham areas. I have heard nothing back 
since then, and will remind him again, with a view to carrying out the event in the second half of the season. 
 
I have had to deal with a couple of rules queries from members: 
 

- One about team shirts and numbers. This is a league matter, rather than one for the Rules of 

Hockey. These simply state that players of the same team must wear uniform clothing. However, 

the league rules are quite explicit, and state that players must wear distinctive numbers. However, 

as Umpires, we do not enforce league rules! All I can suggest is that you add a strong comment on 

the match sheet, and let Steve Court know if a team causes a problem. 

- The second involved tackling off your feet – a player sliding in to make a tackle. There is no problem 

with making a diving or sliding tackle as long as it is totally clean – ie the tackler takes the ball 

without danger to the ball carrier, and without obstructing them. However, any tackle made off your 

feet that in any way goes wrong, then the rules make it clear that, as well as the appropriate match 

penalty, a personal penalty (ie a card) should also be rewarded (and this will usually be yellow). 

Thanks as always to our coaches for giving up their time for the benefit of the members, and to Steve Court 
for his appointments system that pairs coaches up with umpires. 
 
Peter Wheatley  20 November 2017 
 
 
GHA Umpiring Secretary Report – 21st November 2017 

 
This report is in the format of reports to the WHA Umpiring Committee 
 
Current Total of Level One (assessed) on County Register 
 
170 umpires 



 
Added to Level One (assessed) County Register since last meeting 
 
1 umpire 
 
Current Total of Level One (unassessed) on County Register 
 
87 umpires 
 
Added to Level One (unassessed) County Register since last meeting (and course attended) 
 
0 
 
Level One Courses run within County since last meeting 
 
1 - organised by Gloucestershire Hockey Association , Richard Allott, held at St Peter's School in 
Gloucester.  There were 25 umpires on the course, of whom ten were under 18 years of age.  One umpire 
came from Hampshire. 
 
Other Umpiring Courses held within County since last meeting 
 
0 
 
Report on Activity within County since last meeting 
 
In September 2017, the current West Player Behaviour policy, red card/MMO report forms and dates for the 
Gloucestershire National Schools Competitions were sent to all umpires on the GHA Level One Register.  
The communication also included a reminder to join HGWHUA. 
 
 
Mike Sheppard 
Gloucestershire Umpiring Secretary 



 


