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HEREFORDSHIRE GLOUCESTERSHIRE AND WILTSHIRE 

HOCKEY UMPIRING ASSOCIATION 

www.hgwhua.co.uk 

 
Minutes of the A.G.M. held on 9th April 2018 at Cheltenham Civil Service Club 

 
1. Apologies: 
 

Tim Block, Terry Cook, George Elliott, Peter Ganesh, Pete Hay, Dave Lennie, Andy Marson, Nick 
Paget, Colin Reed, Darrell Scarth, Alan Taylor, Simon Thompson, Matt Walker, Mark Windsor,. 
 
Present: 
 
Anthony Bridge, Mike Buckland, Alison Cook, Steve Court, John Cull, Shaun Cullimore, Nick 
Grimshaw, John Hammond, Simon Jackson, Jean Levy, David Lillywhite, Mark Readstone, Chris 
Tomlinson,  Peter Wheatley  

 
2. Approval of 2017 EGM notes. 
 

Proposed by Chris Tomlinson, seconded by John Cull and agreed by all present. 
  
3. Reports: 
 

 Chairman 
 

 Report tabled, no questions. 
 

 Secretary 
 

Alison Cook (AC) advised normal secretarial duties and dealing with membership renewals.  
 

 Treasurer 
 

Mark Windsor (MW) unable to be present but had asked that those taking appointments get their 
expenses to him as soon as possible.  Chris Tomlinson (CT) said he had been advised cheques 
may be available at this meeting so he had not included an SAE and so didn’t expect to have 
postage deducted.  MW had proposed no change to membership fees; this was seconded by 
Mark Readstone and agreed unanimously. There had been an overall increase due to a rise in 
associates.  
 

 Appointments Secretary 
 

Report tabled and Steve Court (SC) added that with the numbers of umpires available teams in 
DCM & Central 1 had been without appointments for around 3 games each. CT raised the 
possibility of Pair & Share as he had been involved with this in the past. SC does not believe this 
will work as umpires do not want to be appointed with club umpires every week. This would not 
help with future umpire numbers as club umpires want to stay with their clubs. 
 
John Cull (JC) advised this was the problem but how do we look at succession planning.  The 
view is that we need six to eight umpires to redeem the position but there is also going to be a 
problem with umpire numbers when the MHL changes come to fruition. 
 
CT suggested writing to all the clubs saying that if there weren’t independent umpires then they 
need to contribute to the panel otherwise in a few years there will be no appointments. David 
Lillywhite (DL) said that there were some clubs, based on feedback from West appointed games, 
that would welcome this.  JC commented that clubs prefer neutral umpires. 
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JC thanked SC for all that he had done for the clubs.  He also presented SC with a small 
momento (a framed email of a pertinent comment). 
  

 Chief Coach 
 

Report tabled, no questions. . 
 

5. Amendment to the Constitution 
 
 DL gave the background as to the reason for the amendment.  Acceptance proposed by Chris 
 Tomlinson and second by Mark Readstone.  Vote was 12 for and 1 against. Simon Jackson advised 
 he felt a fairer distribution would be based on numbers taking appointments or by teams.  A 
 discussion started but AC reminded everyone that a vote had been taken with the amendment as 
 tabled agreed.  DL advised that a new proposal can be brought to the next AGM or an EGM 
 requested.  
 
6. Election of Officers 
 

All current officers were willing to stand for re-election and there had been no new nominees.  It was 
proposed by Nick Grimshaw, seconded by Simon Jackson, that they be re-elected en-bloc.  This was 
agreed unanimously. 

 
7. Election of Lay Members 
 

There was one vacancy and one nomination had been received, duly proposed and seconded.  This 
was Anthony Bridge and he was elected. 

 
8. Presentation of Chris Tomlinson award  
               

DL presented this award to Mike Buckland with an apology that this was the first time they had met.  
 

 
9. Any Other Business as permitted by the Chairman 
 

DL gave a brief overview of the proposals being put forward by England Hockey with regard to 
umpire administration.  The option was that they would disband HUA’s and delegate administration 
to clubs with a single website where all appointments, right down to the lowest level, would be 
entered.  Part of this option could be to ‘claim’ all HUA funds, hence the amendment to the 
constitution. 
 
He also outlined the changes to the National League structure and the impact on the regional 
leagues. 
 
Meeting closed at 20:25. 
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REPORTS 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT SEASON 2017/18  
 
So yet another season draws to a close, during which the Committee have again worked hard to keep the 
Association moving forward.  
 
As always, Steve Court deserves special mention for his continued efforts to keep the appointments running 
as smoothly as possible and I am delighted that he has decided to continue for another season... Mark 
Windsor has kept his usual close watch on our finances and Alison Cook continues to do an excellent job as 
Secretary.  
 
Recruitment remains a serious issue with the number of umpires taking neutral appointments at all levels 
continuing to dwindle. This is not just an issue in our area but is a national problem that shows no signs of 
improving. Some of you will be aware that there is as review underway at national level of the way in which 
umpiring is currently organised in this Country.  This will take some time to reach any conclusion but I 
strongly suspect there will be some radical changes in due course. 
 
Last year I indicated that I would be standing down at this meeting.  However, in view of the ongoing review, 
in which I am involved, I have agreed to continue for another year, assuming you want me to continue. 
 
Thank you all for your efforts during the season. 
 
 
David Lillywhite 
9 April 2018 
 

 

HGWHUA - APPOINTMENTS SECRETARY REPORT 

SEASON 2017/2018 
 
1. This season I have made 265 (last year 323) individual appointments, not counting re-arrangements 
 and cry offs.  I have not been able to cover any of the school matches or DCM 2 and C 2.  However, 
 in general, I get the impression that both you and the clubs have been content with the way  
 appointments have been handled.  Unfortunately, some clubs have had at least 3 games UTA. 
 
2. Welcome to the new guys on the block Matt Walker and Colin Reed.  Justin Smith and Andy Hick 
 have retired.  Currently we have 25 panel umpires of which 10 are West (including Pete Hay).   
 
3. I could not have done this job without the active help of all the HGWHUA members taking 
 appointments, in particular those who have stepped in to cover fixtures at short notice, so please all 
 take a pat on the back.  
 
4. We have been extremely well served this season by those doing watching/coachings.  My thanks go 
 to Dave Lennie and particularly Darrell for the number that they have done.  It makes my life so 
 much easier to have up to date information on how umpires are performing.  I am sure that Peter will 
 say more.  
 
5.        Next Season.  We obviously wait the placing of teams to divisions.  However, I suspect that we will be 
 umpiring mostly the same number of home teams as previously but with a different geographical 
 dispersion and Conference North could be interesting. The SP for next season will be: 
 

 I hope to issue availability forms in early August and as last year will aim to appoint to pre-
season friendlies as long as I know about them!!  

 We need more umpires on the panel.  This is down to individuals and the clubs with HGWHUA in 
support.  

 
6. Please keep me informed of any address, telephone or email change during the summer.  
 Remember I do not have a crystal ball!  For clubs, if I don’t know that you are playing then I cannot 
 appoint, see above. 
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8. Once again many thanks for your support, without it this job would be impossible.  Finally, I have 
 been Appointments Secretary for 16 years and consequently next season will definitely be my last.  
 Please plan accordingly!!!! 
 
Steve Court         8 April 2018 
Hon Appts Sec 
HGWHUA 

 

UMPIRE COACHING REPORT, 2017 – 18 SEASON 

 
This season we have had 17 active members taking appointments, and between us the umpire coaches 
have carried out 44 watchings, and have covered 14 umpires. 
 
The work has been shared between myself, Dave Lennie, Darrel Scarth and Anthony Bridge (who has 
helped us out while he was unable to umpire actively due to an injury) with Steve Court also helping while off 
umpiring due to injury. I have been impressed by the quality of the reports that I have received, and I hope 
that the members appreciate the help and guidance that they have been given. 
 
One of our members, Pete Hay, has been accepted onto the West umpiring panel following a recent 
assessment. 
 
There have been one or two recurrent themes that have been fed back to me this season. One is the 
repeated failure of some clubs to ensure that their players wear properly numbered shirts. Unfortunately, 
there is no rule regarding shirt numbers in the Rules of Hockey, and enforcement of this is up to the League, 
and does not actually fall to the remit of the umpires covering the match. The second involved tackling off 
your feet – a player sliding in to make a tackle. There is no problem with making a diving or sliding tackle as 
long as it is totally clean – i.e. the tackler takes the ball without danger to the ball carrier, and without 
obstructing them. However, any tackle made off your feet that in any way goes wrong, then the rules make it 
clear that, as well as the appropriate match penalty, a personal penalty (i.e. a card) should also be rewarded 
(and this should always be yellow, and seriously consider 10 minutes!). 
 
The selection committee met formally twice – once pre-season and the other time during the mid-season 
break, and we continue to consult on appointments by e-mail. 
 
My thanks, as always, to Steve Court for his tireless efforts with appointments, and to the umpire coaches for 
their time and insights as they watch our membership in action. 
 
Peter Wheatley 
28 March 2018 

 


